
AG, Agricultural District



ARTICLE IX


AG, AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

SECTION 9.1.  STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.  

The Agricultural District is intended to conserve and enhance the low-density character and agricultural use of substantial portions of the Township.  By conserving such rural character, the municipality and other public agencies will save money and public expenditures by minimizing scattered demand for urban types and levels of services, utilities and facilities in otherwise predominantly rural areas.

SECTION 9.2.  PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES.  

Farming operations meeting the RTFA/GAAMPS (Right to Farm Act/Generally Approved Agricultural Management Practices) will be acceptable under this ordinance. In the Agricultural District no uses shall be permitted, unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, except the following: 

A.
Single‑family dwellings. 

B.
Farm buildings. Main farm barn buildings shall not be located nearer than seventy-five (75) feet from the front property line. 

C.
General farming including livestock and poultry raising, dairying, horticulture, farm forestry and similar bona fide agricultural enterprises or use of land and structure, except that no farm operated wholly or in part for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, offal or wastes from rendering plants or slaughterhouses shall be permitted. 

D.
Truck gardening, nurseries, and greenhouses.

E.
Roadside stands for the display and sale of produce raised on the same premises, which shall be located not less than twenty‑five (25) feet from the street or highway right‑of‑way line and further provided that an open space for parking, twenty‑five (25) feet off the highway or street right‑of‑way be provided for patrons of such roadside produce stand.  A maximum of one (1) roadside stand shall be permitted on any premise. 

F.
Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above principal permitted uses. 

G.
Off‑street parking in accordance with the requirements of Article VI. 

H.
State licensed residential care facilities as provided for in Section 4.47.

SECTION 9.3.  PERMITTED USES AFTER SPECIAL APPROVAL.  

The following uses shall be permitted subject to the conditions hereinafter imposed and subject further to the review of the Zoning Board and approval of the Township Board based on the standards of section 4.39, parts G1 through G10.

A.
Publicly‑owned buildings, public utility buildings, telephone exchange buildings, electric transformer stations and substations, and gas regulator stations, but not including storage yards, when operating requirements necessitate locating within the District to serve the immediate vicinity, and such use is not injurious to the surrounding area. 

B.
Private parks, country clubs, gun clubs, golf courses, and golf driving ranges.  Any structure on said parcel must be located at least two hundred and fifty (250) feet from a lot line of any adjacent residential district: all ingress and egress from said parcel shall be directly onto a major thoroughfare. 

C.
The raising of fur bearing animals in kennels, commercial or non-commercial, provided that no building wherein animals are kept shall be nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any dwelling unit, and that no dog run or exercise area shall be located in any required yard area. 

D.
Cemeteries, subject to the following conditions: 

1.
The site shall be so located as to have at least one (1) property line abutting a major thoroughfare. All ingress and egress to the site shall be directly onto said major thoroughfare. 

2.
The perimeter of the site shall be fenced in accordance with Section 5.36. 

3.
Any structure located on the site shall be at least one hundred (100) feet from any lot line. 

 
4.
Compliance with state laws regulating the use of cemeteries. 

E.
Airports, landing fields and platforms, hangers, masts and other facilities involving the operation of aircraft including commercial and/or non‑profit parachutist groups or clubs. The site shall have a minimum of 80 acres, shall be so located as to have at least one (1) property line abutting a major thoroughfare. All ingress and egress to the site shall be directly onto said major thoroughfare. 

F.
Churches and other facilities normally incidental thereto subject to the following conditions: 

1.
Unless established prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, a church site shall contain an area of at least two (2) acres. 

2.
The site shall be so located as to have at least one (1) property line abutting a major thoroughfare. All ingress and egress to the site shall be directly onto said major thoroughfare. 

G.
State licensed residential care facilities as provided for in Section 4.47. 

H.
Temporary uses and buildings, including temporary buildings or structures for use incidental to construction work. 

I.
Public and private stables and riding academies provided that any building used as a stable shall not be located nearer than sixty (60) feet to any property line and not nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any dwelling unit. 

J.
Contractors yards serving local community. Contractors providing essential services to residents of White Oak Township will be permitted office space, parking, storage, and repair of equipment and trucks. Limited storage of petroleum products, fertilizer, aggregates, and fill materials for sale may be included under this use.

K.
Offices of a veterinarian and animal clinic.

L.
Publicly owned and operated parks, playfields, and other recreational facilities.

M.
Publicly parochial or private elementary, intermediate, and/or high schools offering courses in general education, not operated for profit.

N.
Outdoor recreational uses, institutional or community recreation centers.

O.
Residential retreat facilities.

P.
Dog clubs with or without facilities.

Q.
Antique shops.

R. 
Beauty and barbershops.

S.
Mining, excavating, or other removal of sand, earth, minerals, or other material naturally found in the earth.  Subject to the provisions of Section 4.22 and meeting all standards of Section 13.4.

T. Repair of small engines and motorized vehicles.

U.
Other uses similar to the above principal permitted and special approval uses.

SECTION 9.4. AREA, HEIGHT, BULK AND PLACEMENT

REQUIREMENTS.  

Area, Height, Bulk and Placement Requirements unless otherwise specified are as provided in Article VIII, "Schedule of Regulations". 
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